
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
¦ǎŜǊ aŀƴǳŀƭ ŀƴŘ {ƻŦǘǿŀǊŜ 
5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ όhм-!млύ 

 
Version 1.0.2 

 
2017-09-20 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

     



  User Manual and Software Documentation (O1-A10) Version 1.0.2 

 

Page 2 of 45 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The European Commission support for the production of this publication does not constitute endorsement of 

the contents which reflects the views only of the authors, and the Commission cannot be held responsible for 

any use which may be made of the information contained therein.  



  User Manual and Software Documentation (O1-A10) Version 1.0.2 

 

Page 3 of 45 
 

Table of Contents 

1 COMALAT Guide Tool .............................................................................................................................. 6 

1.1 Usersô registration and first steps ..................................................................................................... 6 

1.2 Changing the Profile Information .................................................................................................... 10 

1.3 Start learning .................................................................................................................................. 11 

1.4 Monitoring your progress................................................................................................................ 14 

1.5 Learnersô Achievements ................................................................................................................. 17 

2 COMALAT Authoring Tool ...................................................................................................................... 19 

2.1 Video Tutorial ................................................................................................................................. 19 

2.2 Activity Overview & Customization ................................................................................................. 19 

2.3 Assessment Overview & Customization ........................................................................................ 20 

2.4 Metadata Overview ........................................................................................................................ 21 

2.5 Grade Threshold Setting ................................................................................................................ 22 

2.6 Modal Feedback ............................................................................................................................. 23 

3 COMALAT Mobile App ............................................................................................................................ 25 

3.1 Login ............................................................................................................................................... 25 

3.2 Main Menu ...................................................................................................................................... 25 

3.3 User Account .................................................................................................................................. 26 

3.4 User Profile ..................................................................................................................................... 27 

3.5 Membership .................................................................................................................................... 28 

3.6 Additional functionality of the mobile app ....................................................................................... 30 

3.7 Offline mobile app .......................................................................................................................... 32 

3.7.1 Dedicated web application for the offline mobile app .............................................................. 39 

 

  



  User Manual and Software Documentation (O1-A10) Version 1.0.2 

 

Page 4 of 45 
 

List of Tables 

Table 1: Revision history table .......................................................................................................................... 5 

Table 2: Activity Overview ............................................................................................................................... 19 

Table 3: Assessment Overview ....................................................................................................................... 20 

Table 4: Metadata Overview ............................................................................................................................ 21 

Table 5: Grade Threshold Overview ................................................................................................................ 22 

Table 6: Feedback Overview ........................................................................................................................... 24 

 
  



  User Manual and Software Documentation (O1-A10) Version 1.0.2 

 

Page 5 of 45 
 

Revision History 

As the document changes the following table will be updated. The table tracks all changes and always shows 
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1 COMALAT Guide Tool 

The basic tool that we use to learn a new language in the COMALAT system is the Guide tool. The Guide 

Tool is a tool of the Sakai Learning Management System (https://www.sakaiproject.org/) that was used in 

COMALAT as the platform of choice for the development of the COMALAT-specific functionality. Many things 

in using COMALAT are just the same as in using Sakai, since usual Sakai tools such as the Calendar tool 

and the Announcements tool are just the same. In this guide, we will concentrate on describing the 

COMALAT specific functionality. For information about other tools that are part of the Sakai and 

consequently are available in COMALAT, users can read the Sakai Community documentation available at 

http://sakai.screenstepslive.com.  

In any case a learner will first register with the system so that his/her progress can be monitored by the 

system. Notice that learning materials are separately available for usage outside the system as OERs, 

however the registration is essential so that the system can maintain the grades of the learner from the 

various activities, his or her profile information etc. 

1.1 Usersô registration and first steps 

Users visit the COMALAT website (currently http://www.comalat.eu/app). Learners can click the button ñNew 

Accountò on the welcome page to create a new account as can be seen in Figure 1. 

 

Figure 1: The Welcome Page of the COMALAT system 

The learner will then see the ñNew Accountò page where some initial information must be provided as 

depicted in Figure 2. 

https://www.sakaiproject.org/
http://sakai.screenstepslive.com/
http://www.comalat.eu/app
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Figure 2: Create Account Page 

After account creation, the learner will be automatically logged in for the first time. There he or she will see a 

home page where various Sakai tools will be available as depicted in Figure 3. These tools include the Sakai 

ñProfileò tool which is accessed by clicking the ñProfileò menu choice on the right-hand menu from which the 

user can change his/her profile information including his/her photograph, email, social connections with other 

learners etc. 

 

Figure 3: Userôs home page 

For the purpose of language learning, learners will first click on the ñMembershipò button on the left-hand 
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menu. From this page they will see the option ñJoinable Sitesò denoting the sites that are available to users 

for joining. Among these sites are the various language courses available in COMALAT. Users can select the 

language course they want to follow and click on the ñjoinò link underneath the siteôs name. In this guide we 

will join the ñEnse¶anza de idiomas espa¶olò site to learn the Spanish language, but everything is identical 

for the other languages as well. 

 

Figure 4: Sites the users can join 

After a user has joined the wanted language, he or she can access this language by clicking the ñSitesò 

button on the top right-hand corner. This will open the ñSitesò selection window, which will now include the 

ñEnse¶anza de idiomas espa¶olò site since the user has joined this site. The user will click on the arrow next 

the title of the site to reveal the ñCOMALAT Guideò link. Then the user will click on this link to start learning 

(Figure 5). Alternatively, the user can click directly the ñEnse¶anza de idiomas espa¶olò link that will also 

open the ñCOMALAT Guideò tool since this tool has been set as the default tool for all the languages. 
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Figure 5: Site choice 

The initial page of the COMALAT Guide tool is depicted in Figure 6. There the learner can see an Overview 

of his or her recent activities, progress and get recommendations of what to do next. Also by clicking on the 

Lessons button, a list with the available lessons for the current level (Beginner or Intermediate) is displayed.  

 

Figure 6: Initial page of the COMALAT Guide tool 

It is worth mentioning that Sakai itself and the COMALAT tools are internationalised. Sakai supports a 

plethora of languages. COMALAT tools have been translated in English, Spanish and German and more 

translations will follow. The language can be selected by clicking the user name on the top right-hand side 
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corner and from there selecting Preferences. Then in the preferences page that appears the learner can click 

the ñLANGUAGEò tab and select his or her preferred language for the user interface, as depicted in Figure 7. 

For the rest of this guide we will use the English language for the Sakai and COMALAT tools interface. 

 

Figure 7: Changing the preferred language for the user interface 

1.2 Changing the Profile Information 

Initially the learner should access his or her COMALAT-specific Profile page by clicking the tab ñMy Profileò in 

the initial page (Figure 6) of the COMALAT Guide tool. The same is also recommended for the learner in the 

ñRecommendationò of the ñMy Lessonò tab at the initial page where he can also click to access his or her 

profile (see Figure 6). From the ñMy Profileò page that is depicted in Figure 8 all information about the learner 

can be specified. Based on the chosen options and entered data different learning content is suggested as 

next lesson and test.  

The details are related to: 

¶ Learning Objectives 

o Desired Language (this cannot change since it is determined by the current site ï for 

example for this tutorial is Spanish). 

o Desired Difficulty Level: Beginner, Intermediate 

o Job-specific Preference: Healthcare, Business, Tourism and Hospitality, Science and 

Technology (this is only displayed if the selected ñDesired Difficulty Levelò is Intermediate). 

o Instruction Language: It can be German, English, Spanish or Arabic and it is intended to 

signify the language to which the instructions, which are part of the learning material, will be 

displayed. It is worth noticing that the instruction language is only used at the Beginner level 
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where the learner does not have sufficient knowledge of the taught language to comprehend 

the instructions in that language. At the Intermediate level, the instruction language is the 

same as the taught language (e.g. Spanish if the learner learns Spanish).  

¶ Personal Information 

o Gender 

o Age 

o Education Level 

o Current Occupation 

o Target Occupation 

o Target place of residence 

After the learner has provided the requested information, he or she presses the ñUpdate Preferencesò button 

to save the provided information. 

 

Figure 8: My Profile page 

1.3 Start learning 

At the initial page we first see the ñMy Lessonò tab from where we can access the lessons from the ñLessonsò 

button.  When the user selects a lesson the label of this button changes to the respective lesson. For 

example in Figure 9 we see that the user has selected ñUnidad 1ò (the first lesson in Spanish) and the first 

activity (ñActividad 1ò) is unlocked for him or her. The activity is revealed when the learner clicks on the 

expand arrow at the right side of the activity border. When the learners complete successfully an activity then 

the next one appears. 




























